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 Argentina occupies most of the lower half of South America, sharing the southern tip with 
Chile. Compared with much of the rest of the continent, Argentina’s travel risk is relatively low, 
but it can spike considerably in the larger cities, particularly Buenos Aires, Rosario, and Mendoza. 
Familiarizing yourself with the potential risks is essential.

35% of the population in Argentina lives below the poverty line, and petty crime in the cities is an 
ever-present threat. Travelers should be aware of their surroundings at all times. But, in general, 
Argentinians are tolerant of outsiders and can be quite congenial to foreign visitors. As long as 
you heed the recommendations below, your visit to the country should be quite pleasant.

Travel documents. 

Make sure to procure the proper visa for your stay. American tourists can visit Argentina without 
a visa for up to 90 days. However, if you’re traveling for business, you or your company will need 
to arrange for a 24 H visa, which allows travelers to conduct business in the country for up to 30 
days. If your agenda requires you to be in the country for longer, you’ll need to apply for a visa for 
temporary residency. Make sure that you or your employer submits all the required documenta-
tion well in advance of your trip. And be sure that your passport will remain valid for at least six 
months after your arrival in Argentina.

Identification while in the country.

Always carry identification with you. Many places will not take credit cards, but those that do, 
usually require ID. In general, it’s just good practice to have ID on you at all times. However, be-
cause of the risk of pickpocketing and other theft scenarios, leave your passport locked in your 
hotel room safe and carry a photocopy with you. Keep it on your person at all times, preferably 
tucked into clothing, where it is difficult for thieves to reach.
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What to wear.

Avoid clothing that suggests wealth or that calls undue attention to yourself. Don’t bring expen-
sive jewelry or watches with you on your trip, and don’t wear any jewelry at all when traveling in 
Buenos Aires or other large cities. Argentina is not repressive, so there are no particular modesty 
concerns, but you want to try and blend in as much as possible.

How to pay for goods and services. 

As stated earlier, many vendors won’t take credit cards. When possible, try to pay with exact 
change. Many scams involve giving change in counterfeit bills. And, as much as possible, make 
sure to watch carefully when you pay with larger bills. There’s a chance the payee will try to quic-
kly switch your bill with a counterfeit and then claim that was the bill you gave them, expecting 
to be paid again. Carry coins. They’re necessary and often hard to come by.

Avoid currency scams.

 In commercial as well as tourist areas, locals may approach you and offer to exchange dollars for 
pesos at the black-market rate known as the “dólar blue” rate, which is approximately 3% higher 
than the official currency exchange rate. Avoid these transactions – especially if this means going 
with someone to a building or side street to complete the transaction.

Securing your belongings. 

Keep valuables securely with you at all times. Never hang bags on the back of chairs, but instead 
keep them on your lap. In crowded areas, consider carrying a backpack on your chest, facing 
forwards. Don’t carry a wallet in your back pocket.Instead, bring cash and ID in a pouch that can 
be hidden under your clothing. Be wary of people attempting to help you. Distraction scams are 
quite common. The most famous of these is the mustard scam, where one person “accidenta-
lly” gets mustard or ketchup on your shirt and then desperately tries to help clean it off. This 
distracts you from their accomplice, who picks your pocket or attempts to steal a bag or other 
valuables. If you find yourself in this situation, firmly refuse the help and leave.
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Travel in the country.

Don’t walk alone at night or take side streets. Violent robbery is known to happen, most com-
monly in the San Telmo, Recoleta, and La Boca neighborhoods of Buenos Aires. Also, avoid shanty 
towns in Buenos Aires. Reasonably safe tourist areas can be very close to more dangerous areas, 
so always be aware of where you are on a map. Try to stay with the crowds and travel as a group.

Travel over long distances.

The country’s highways are in a good state and they are generally safe. However, if you are traveling 
long distances, for example to visit Patagonia, some of the roads are unpaved and difficult to 
navigate. Furthermore, in some areas of the country, you may find it quite hard to find a 
established and reliable cellular conection

Kidnapping.

Kidnapping isn’t common in Argentina, but it does happen, particularly in the cities. Standard, ex-
tended kidnappings are rare. Instead, visitors can fall victim to “express kidnappings,” where they 
are forcibly taken around the city and made to withdraw as much money as possible from multiple 
ATMs before being released. People are rarely hurt, but it’s much better not to put yourself in a si-
tuation where you might become a victim. Be aware of your surroundings, and never travel alone.
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When traveling around cities, either hire vetted drivers or use “radio taxis.” These are taxis 
owned and operated by companies, as opposed to independent, unaffiliated drivers. They’re 
generally safer because of the paper trail involved and their association with a legitimate enter-
prise. They can be distinguished by the words “radio taxi” on their tops and logos on the front 
and back doors. Independent taxis should be avoided. Driving in Argentina can be dangerous. 
Traffic laws are often flouted, and only locals know how to navigate the streets safely. It’s best 
not to drive yourself.

Refreshingly, there are no special security considerations for LGBTQIA travelers. Argentina is 
extremely progressive in this area. Same-sex marriage was legalized in 2010, and public opi-
nion is quite accepting. Argentina also has some of the most progressive transgender laws 
in the world. LGBTQIA travelers in the country have nothing to fear, apart from usual security 
concerns.

Public demonstrations.

Political demonstrations are relatively common. While they’re generally peaceful, they have been 
known to grow violent. It’s best not to get involved. If you see a large group begin to swell in a 
public space, leave the area.
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ABOUT FirstCall CSS

FirstCall Corporate Security and Advisory Services is a global business advisory and risk mana-
gement company providing personal protection, workplace stability, and crisis advisory services 
to Fortune 1000 corporate security departments and family offices. With 25 years of experience in 
emerging and high-risk markets plus regional offices in 16 strategic locations around the world, 
FirstCall delivers confidence and peace of mind by providing experienced and trusted security pro-
fessionals. FirstCall provides highly personalized solutions in response to the challenges of doing 
business in today’s fluid, global marketplace.

25+ years of experience solving complex security problems on a global scale

Global capability built through an international presence

More than half the Fortune 100 served

In-depth understanding of social, political, and economic conditions in each market we 
serve

Proven ability to attract, train, and promote the most talented professionals in our in-
dustry

Interested in learning how FirstCall can help you mitigate your security risks?
Contact us today at:

FirstCall Corporate Security and Advisory Services
One Sansome Street
Suite 3500 
San Francisco, CA 94104 - USA
Phone: +1 (415) 781-4300
Email:  mktglobal@firstcallcss.com
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